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Ledger " was threatened, because it had advocated
free discussion, but preparations for defense had
been made, and the mob did not venture upon an
attack. The governor of the commonwealth, to
whom Whittier had the year before addressed the
poem " Bitner," promptly issued a proclamation
expressing the deepest regret that the soil of Penn-
sylvania had been disgraced by acts of lawless
riot, and offering a reward of $500 for the appre-
hension and conviction of each and every person
engaged in the outrage. This action shamed the
mayor into issuing a similar proclamation, but he
took pains to word it so that only the person who
set the fire was to be apprehended.

The jury of inquiry to which was referred the
matter of damages the county would be required
to pay on account of the destruction of Pennsyl-
vania Hall were three years in making up their
decision. They reported in 1841 that the loss
amounted to $33,000, The value of the lot was
from 110,000 to $15,000. The lot was eventually
sold to the order of Odd Fellows, by which a hall
for their own purposes was erected and dedicated
in 1846.

Reference has been made above to an address
made by Mrs. Weld, a native of South Carolina.
It was a singular episode of those exciting days
that the marriage of Angelina Grrinike' to Mr.
Weld took place the night before the burning of
the hall. Miss Grimke' was a Quakeress who had
freed her slaves, and was delivering eloquent abo-
lition addresses at the North. Mr. Whittier, then
editor of the "Freeman," was invited to the wed"